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Completed
A mission asked 3,280 people to thank one person and report back with the name.

A third thanked a friend. Mothers were thanked more than fathers, five to three.

Seventy-eight thanked someone who is gone.
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On 31 October 2025, the second transmission of the Game gave a mission with two steps. Send a mes-
sage or a thought to one person you are grateful for; if they are gone, write what you would tell them.
Then come back and comment Completed with the receiver’s name.

3,280 people came back. 3,141 of their comments follow the form, which is the highest compliance in the
record for a rule with a word in it. Read for whowas thanked, the list is friends first by a widemargin, then
partners, mothers, siblings, fathers. 121 people thanked themselves. 78 thanked someone who has died.

This paper is a count of gratitude, taken from people who were asked to act on it before they reported it.

THE QUESTION WE ASKED

Asked to thank one person, and to actually do it first, who does a crowd choose? The mission put an
action before the comment, which is rare in the record. Most posts ask for a comment; this one asked for
a message to someone else and treated the comment as the receipt.

WHAT WE DID

· Instruction: Send amessage or a thought to one person you are grateful for. Then return and comment
Completed, then the receiver.

· Where: one Instagram reel, 31 October 2025. 3,294 top-level comments in the archive, 3,291 with text,
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from 3,280 people.

· In form: the comment contains the word completed. 3,141 did.

· Receiver: each in-form comment was placed in the first matching bucket from a fixed list, in this order:
someone who is gone (passed, died, left too soon, miss them); myself, only when the comment says
myself or names me as the receiver; mother; father; grandparent; sister or brother; partner; friend;
teacher or mentor; pet; god; the Game. Comments naming a person by first name only, with no relation
given, are counted as named but unclassified.

· Not read: the messages people say they sent. Only the receipt is on the post.

WHAT HAPPENED

TABLE 1. Who was thanked, among 3,141 completions.

RECEIVER COMPLETIONS SHARE

A friend 1,052 33.5%

A person named without a relation 666 21.2%

A partner 299 9.5%

Mother 288 9.2%

Sister or brother 242 7.7%

Father 172 5.5%

Myself 121 3.9%

A grandparent 112 3.6%

A pet 85 2.7%

Someone who is gone 78 2.5%

God 15 0.5%

A teacher or mentor 11 0.4%

Completions in form 3,141 of 3,291 with text

TABLE 2. Shares with 95 percent intervals.

MEASURE COUNT OF SHARE 95% INTERVAL

In the requested form 3,141 3,291 95.4% 94.7% to 96.1%

A friend, share of completions 1,052 3,141 33.5% 31.9% to 35.2%

Mother, share of completions 288 3,141 9.2% 8.2% to 10.2%

Father, share of completions 172 3,141 5.5% 4.7% to 6.3%

Myself, share of completions 121 3,141 3.9% 3.2% to 4.6%

Someone who is gone, share of completions 78 3,141 2.5% 2.0% to 3.1%

Mother and father intervals do not overlap: 8.2 to 10.3 percent against 4.7 to 6.4.

The most liked completion, at 79 likes, thanks a best friend of many years by name. The second, at 58,
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F IGURE 1. Completions by receiver, relations only. Friends first, then partners and mothers level, then siblings and
fathers.

thanks a little sister who left too soon. The third, at 53, is two words: Completed - myself.

TABLE 3. The post at platform scale, as of 31 August 2026.

REEL VIEWS · REACH COMMENTS
TODAY

Transmission 002 · 31 October 2025 98,700 · 69,669 reach 6,415

Likes on the reel 7,921

Platform numbers are from the Instagram API on 31 August 2026. Comment counts there include replies
and everythingwritten since the round, which iswhy they run above the counts this paper analyses; views
and reach are the tallies the platform reports.

WHAT IT MEANS

Asked to thank one person, a young online crowd thanks a friend first, a partner or a mother next,
and a father about half as often as amother. One in twenty-five thanks the dead. One in twenty-six
thanks themselves.

Friends at a third is the number that describes the audience. This is a crowd for whom the closest person
is a peer, not a parent or a partner, which fits an audience the check-in later placed mostly in South Asia
and Europe. The 666 comments that name a person without saying who they are almost certainly lean
the same way.

Mothers over fathers, five to three, is the finding a reader can carry out of the paper. It is not a small
gap and it is not noise; the intervals are well apart. The record does not say why. It says that when 3,141
people were asked for one person, the mother was chosen 288 times and the father 172, and that both
were chosen less than a friend.
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The two small buckets are the ones that make the post more than a survey. Seventy-eight people used
the mission to write to someone who has died, which the caption invited and which a comment section
does not usually hold. And 121 people, offered anyone in the world to thank, chose themselves, and the
third most liked comment on the post is one of them.

WHAT THIS DOES NOT SHOW

· We cannot see themessage. Themission had two steps and the count sees only the receipt. Whether
the message was sent is unknown.

· One in five is unclassified. 666 completions name someone with no relation given. If those are mostly
friends, the friend share is nearer half.

· Buckets are one-per-comment by priority. A comment thanking a mother who has died counts as
someone who is gone, not as mother. That moves a few completions out of the family rows.

· Keyword matching in several languages was partial. Indian-English kin terms were included; other
languages were not.

WHAT WE WOULD RUN NEXT

The same mission with one extra word in the receipt: the relation. Completed, then who they are to you.
That closes the unclassified fifth and makes the mother-father gap a clean number.

THE WHOLE ROUND

The transmission this paper reads is one post. Its numbers on the platform, andwhat the comment archive
holds of it, are below.

POST DATE VIEWS REACH COMMENTS ARCHIVED

Transmission 002 2025-10-31 98,700 69,669 6,415 5,398

Views, reach and comments are the platform’s figures from the Instagram API, snapshot 2026-08-31, and

keep growing. The reach total adds each post’s reach and overlaps between posts, so it is not a count of

distinct people. Archived is the number of comments the archive holds for the post; ingestion is selective,

so a gap between the two columns is expected and is stated wherever it changes a count in the paper.

IN THE RECORD

The transmission is filed in the Chronicle as THE COMPLETED, 013, the second transmission after THE
FLASH WARNING, 011.
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THE POSTS, AS ISSUED

The instruction as it went out: the reel frame beside the caption, captured from the operation’s own
signed-in account. What the paper counts is the answer to exactly this.

THE RECEIPTS

Native captures of the comments this paper leans on, taken from the operation’s own signed-in account
on 31 Aug 2026. Handles and like counts are as they stood that day; the numbers in the paper are the
round-time count.

MODELABS.STUDIO/THE-GAME/PAPERS/COMPLETED PAGE 5



MODE LABS PAPERS · 015 · COMPLETED FILED · V1 · 31 AUG 2026

METHOD NOTE

· Source of truth: the comment archive, top-level comments on the post, counted on 31 August 2026.
No round ledger exists for Act I.

· Counting rules: as described in the method; the script is in the repository beside the paper data.

SOURCES, BY LINK

01 Transmission 002 · 2025-10-31 · https://www.instagram.com/reel/DQfJd0JEyeF/

WHERE THE NUMBERS COME FROM

POST-LEVEL COUNTS

Views, reach, comments, likes, shares and saves per post come from the InstagramGraph API (Meta), read
with the operation’s own access token for its own business account. Each paper states the date of the
snapshot it uses. These are the platform’s counts of events, not of people: one person can view a reel
twice and comment ten times, and the counts keep growing after a round closes.

COMMENT TEXT

The comment archive is the operation’s owndatabase of public comments on its ownposts, pulled through
the Instagram Graph API comments endpoint and stored with the comment id, username, text, like count,
timestamp and whether it is a reply. Ingestion is selective: the most engaged posts were backfilled and
recent posts are pulled daily, so someposts are heldwhole and others only in part. Every paper states how
much of each post the archive holds. Every count that reads text (exact matches, categories, keyword
themes) is run as a read-only script against this archive, and the scripts are in the repository beside the
paper data.

THE ROUND LEDGER

For Act II rounds, the counts filed on The Game’s round record at the time each round closed. Where a
paper uses a ledger figure it says so, andwhere the archive re-count differs from the ledger both numbers
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are shown.

RECEIPTS

Every comment and post shown as evidence is a native capture from the operation’s own signed-in In-
stagram session, taken by opening the exact permalink, with the source URL, a description, the rights
basis and a file hash recorded in a manifest that is checked on every build of the site. Nothing shown is
recreated, retyped or edited beyond cropping to the post header and the comment.

STATISTICS

Shares carry Wilson 95 percent intervals: the range the share would land in 19 times out of 20 if the
same count were taken on a fresh crowd of the same size. Differences between two shares carry a Wald
interval. Where a study is cited as a baseline, its own reported figure and sample size are used.

WHAT NONE OF THIS CAN SEE

No demographics beyond what people typed. No view durations. No private messages. No comments
that were deleted before the archive pulled them. Noway to verify that a self-report is true. Every paper’s
limits section names the specific things its count cannot show.
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